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Attractions
“Without any false
modesty, I can state
that the story of
Lake Cerknica is
a true wonder of
nature, and that it
ranks, rightfully and
without any bias,
among the greatest
wonders of the
natural world.”
Johann Weikhard
von Valvasor, 1686

Mountain peaks with breathtaking views, colourful
meadows, intermittent lake, natural bridges, mystical
underground world, crystal-clear streams and magical
forests – all on the 222 km2 of the Notranjska Regional
Park. Limestone, dolomite and water joined forces to
create a host of magnificent karst phenomena. Water
from the intermittent Lake Cerknica, one of the largest
of its kind in Europe, disappears underground and
resurfaces in Rakov Škocjan, a valley created when the
ceiling of a karst cave began sinking and collapsing. Here,
two gorgeous natural bridges continue to remind us of
the valley’s ancient history. Only a few kilometres away,
one can also admire the hidden underground world of
the Križna jama cave, known worldwide for its 40 lakes.

INTERMITTENT LAKE CERKNICA

RAKOV ŠKOCJAN VALLEY

KRIŽNA JAMA CAVE
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Flora and fauna
Slopes, plains, forests and ravines of the
Notranjska Regional Park are home to many
plant species, which enchant even the most
demanding visitors. At the same time, they
host the tiniest snail, the biggest of bears, and
everything in between. The diverse flora and
fauna of the area have always captivated natural
scientists and nature enthusiasts, and they
continue to surprise us with new, yet unseen
wonders ... Throughout the lively geological
history, numerous favourable environments for
hundreds of plants and animals were created,
making the Notranjska Regional Park one of
Slovenia's biodiversity hotspots.

In the multitude
of common, but
beautiful, flowers thrive
carnivorous plants, as
well as approximately
1000 rare, endangered
and endemic species.
More than 270 bird
species have been
spotted here, not to
mention brown bear,
wolf, lynx and more than
100 butterfly species.

CRANES (GRUS GRUS)

LYNX (LYNX LYNX)

GREEN-VEINED ORCHID (ANACAMPTIS MORIO)
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Culture
The local drevak
boat, scoop nets,
fyke traps, wicker
baskets. Numerous
tools and useful
skills bear witness
of the exceptional
ingenuity of the
past generations.

With the lake appearing and disappearing, the
local people had to find ways to adapt to its varying
landscape. They crafted a special boat called drevak,
which enabled paddling in shallow and deep waters.
The ever-changing lake also influenced other crafts and
activities. Fishing, for example, has always been strongly
associated with the fluctuations of the lake. Every year
when the water seeps underground, fishermen come
to the rescue and move fish to the dammed sections,
where they remain until the next filling of the basin.
The Museum of Lake Cerknica exhibits a living model
of our intermittent lake and a collection of tools used
in the past, whereas the Heritage House acts as
a guardian of our rich, intangible heritage.

DREVAK, TRADITIONAL BOAT OF LAKE CERKNICA

MUSEUM OF LAKE CERKNICA
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Visit us
The Notranjska Regional Park provides activities for everybody. They range from
numerous walks by beautiful natural and cultural sights, to boating, cycling,
panoramic rides on horse-drawn carriages, explorations of caves and observing
wild animals. The water level in Lake Cerknica depends on the amount of
precipitation rather than the time of year. Because of this, we recommend
our guests to plan their visits in advance.
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DISTANCE FROM
CERKNICA:
Ljubljana: 47 km
Ljubljana Jože Pučnik Airport: 67 km
Postojna Cave: 17 km
Trieste: 70 km
Koper: 75 km
Rijeka: 85 km

WHEN:
Summer: Enjoy the coolness of the Križna jama cave and the Rakov Škocjan
valley, or visit some of our rivers and waterfalls. There are many outdoor activities
to choose from. At this time of year, Lake Cerknica is usually dry, boasting its
extraordinary sinkholes in the moon-like basin.
Autumn and spring: The lake is usually full due to seasonal precipitation and/or
snow melting. This is a good time to visit some of the springs and sink caves.
Visitors can also observe numerous blossoming plants and enjoy the diverse
animal world.
Winter: In favourable weather conditions, visitors can try their hand at ice-skating
on the frozen lake. The time is also suitable to visit the Križna jama cave or one of
the museums where guests can find out more about our cultural heritage.
www.notranjski-park.si/en
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